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Sacred heart Statue 


This statue, ornate in appearance, has a receptacle at the base for 
a Vigil Light Glass, which makes it convenient and attractive for home 
devotions. One statue (13 inches in height), one Ruby Glass, and one 
dozen Vigil Lights will be sent, postage paid, on receipt of $3.50. 
ES Please Order From: 


WILL & BAUMER CANDLE CO., Inc. 
162 N. Franklin Street, Chicago, Ul. 





Che Holy Ghost Prayer Book 


A complete, practical prayer book in honor 
of the Holy Spirit. 400 pages of beautiful 
prayers and devotions, with a treatise on the 
work of the Holy Spirit in the sanctification 
of souls. Several illustrations. Clear type. 
Attractive covers with embossed design. An 
ideal gift for graduation, ordination, religious 
profession, weddings and birthdays. 

Prices: Black or maroon, flexible covers, red under 
gold edges, $1.25; imitation leather, red under gold 
edges, $1.90; genuine Morocco leather, red or gold 
edges, $2.50. 

Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration 
Clyde, Missouri 








Church Fabrics 
Cloth of Gold Gold Brocades 
Silk Damask Brocades 
Woven Emblems and Satin Orphreys to Match 


All liturgically correct as to design and color. 
Immediate deliveries. 


Thomas A. Blake 
“House of Ecclesiastical Materials” 
366 Fifth Avenue, New York 1, N. Y. 





Pabernacle and Purgatory 


Printed and published monthly in English and in German by the 
Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri, under the 
supervision of a Benedictine Father. 

Subscription Price: $1.00 per year, or $2.00 for three years. 
Foreign countries: $1.25 per year, or $2.50 for three years. 

Entered as second-class matter March 19, 1907, at the post office 
at Clyde, Missouri, under the Act of Congress of March 3, 1879. Ac- 
ceptance for mailing at special rate of postage provided for in section 
1103, ‘Act. of October 3, 1917, authorized July 17, 1918. 









































PREMIUMS 
for MAY 


For ONE Subscription 


“The Mysteries of Mary’? — A practical little 
booklet with reflections, prayer for a novena and 
practice to help prepare for each of the fifteen prin- 
cipal feasts of Our Lady. OR: 

“Our Lady of Fatima, Queen of the Holy Rosary” — An account 
of the apparitions, miracles and prophecies which took place at Fa- 
tima; Mary’s plea for devotion to the Rosary, her Immaculate Heart 
and the Scapular, which so vitally concern our times. OR: 

Packet of Assorted Bookmarks — Attractively printed, with en- 
couraging thoughts and verses. OR: 

Infant of Prague Torpedo Pencil — A 2-way pencil holder very 
handy for carrying a pencil in pocket or purse. Of white plastic 
material, with an image of the Infant of Prague imprinted in blue, 
and the inscription: ‘The more you honor Me, the more I will bless 
you. Pencil may be inserted in two different ways for writing, accord- 
ing to one’s preference for a longer or shorter pencil. Eraser and 
pencil come with each holder. 


For TWO Subscriptions 
“Mother Most Admirable’’ — Sepia picture of Mary as Queen 
seated on a throne, holding the Infant Jesus. 9 x 14 inches. OR: 
“The Treasures of the Mass” — A devotional explanation of the 
prayers, ceremonies and mysteries of the Holy Sacrifice, and the bene- 
fits to be derived by devout participation thereat. 


For THREE Subscriptions 


“Gems from the Liturgy for the Feasts of Our Lord” — See de- 
scription on cover. OR: ~— 

“Life of Sister Mary Fortunata Viti, O.S.B. — An edifying ac- 
count of the heroic life of charity and self-sacrifice of a saintly Bene- 
dictine of our times, who may: soon be beatified. 


(NOTE: The premiums listed for two and three subscriptions are given only 
for separate ONE-YEAR subscriptions. A subscription for three years at the 
reduced rate of $2.00 is in itself a special premium.) 
For FIVE Subscriptions 

For MAY ONLY, we are offering “® very special premium for 5 
subscriptions in a beautiful, Ever-sharp Infant of Prague Pencil, made 
of snowy-white unbreakable material, set off by gold-plated trim- 
things, with an image of the Infant and inscription in blue. Each 
pencil carries a supply of leads and an extra eraser. 





ian.) For SIX Subscriptions 

Son Priést. after God’s Own Heart’? — An. ascetical. manual for 
priests, neatly bound in black cloth, with red edges and gilt title. An 
appropriate gift for ordination or its anniversary. 





Our Lady of the Sacred Heart, pray for us! 
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Vol. 43 May, 1947 No. 1 


A monthly periodical devoted to the Most Blessed Sacrament and the consolation 
of the Poor Souls. Price, $1.00; Canada and Foreign Countries, $1.25. 
Published with ecclesiastical approbation and with the Blessing of Pope Pius XI. 








Through the Heart of Mary to the Heart 
of Jesus 
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: ATHOLICS the world over greet the month of May as 
§ Mary’s month. With tender devotion they dedicate this 
month to our Blessed Lady and strive to make it lovely 
and precious by gifts of humble prayer and fragrant 
deeds of virtue. Each day there is offered her a uni- 
versal tribute of love, and before her altars, radiant 
with lights and laden with the flowers of spring, her 
praises are joyously chanted. With confident trust we 
raise our hearts to her, knowing that our every sigh and 
every plea will find favor with her whose changeless 
love assures aid to all. 


Mary is our Heavenly Mother. As such she is the gift of our 
Divine Lord’s loving Heart, and for this reason we must love and revere 
her as she deserves. We must therefore during this month of Mary 
keep our Heavenly Mother ever in our thoughts and devotions so as 
to come to know her better and to make her better known to others as 
their Mother, the Mother of Mankind. Only thus will she be enabled 
to point out to countless souls the way to the Heart of Jesus. And that 
is her true mission. 

Attraction to the Heart of Jesus is something that flows naturally 
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and inevitably from the veneration of Mary. We cannot possibly honor 
Mary without coming nearer to Jesus, because Mary is always with Jesus, 
and because the Virgin-Mother is the perfect copy of her Divine Son. 
She is a faithful copy both in the sentiments of her heart, which are 
the echo of the sentiments of the Heart of Jesus, and in the exempli- 
fication of all His virtues. The veneration of Mary infallibly brings 
about union with Jesus through faith and love, for Jesus is the center 
and sun of all our religious life. But just as all the flowers of the 
garden tend toward the light, and just as all the waters of the earth, 
even the smallest brooks that leap down the mountain into the valley 
below, hasten toward the sea, so everything in our holy religion urges 
and points to our Savior. This is especially true of Mary, for Mary 
has no other occupation in our regard than to cause Christ to grow in 
us, until at last we may be able to say with St. Paul: “It is now no 
longer I that live, but Christ lives in me” (Gal. ii. 20). 

We must then with all confidence have recourse to the most pure 
Heart of Mary and allow our Heavenly Mother to lead us to the Heart 
of Jesus. On May 13th, just thirty years ago, this Immaculate Mother 
commenced her series of apparitions at Fatima, Portugal. In no un- 
certain terms she made known that her Immaculate Heart was the means 
to be employed to assure the final triumph of the Church over her 
enemies, and to assure to the world true peace. She promised that by 
devotion to her Immaculate Heart, mankind would be converted and 
saved. It is therefore assuredly our duty first to carry out ourselves 
the desires of our Blessed Mother regarding devotion to her most pure 
Heart, and secondly to do all in our power to bring it to the knowl- 
edge of all men, so Mary’s wishes may be entirely fulfilled. 

The Blessed Virgin requested the three children at Fatima to pray 
and do penance. In particular she requested the recitation of the Rosary 
with meditation on its mysteries, and the devotion of the Five First 
Saturdays in honor of her Immaculate Heart. On these days Holy 
Communion is to be offered in reparation for the sins of men, the Rosary 
prayed, and fifteen minutes spent in meditation on one or all of its mys- 
teries. Meditation is to be stressed, for through it men will come to 
understand and to realize the plan of God in their regard and with re- 
gard to the salvation of all mankind. 

The apparitions at Fatima bear such marks of authenticity that they 
can hardly be called into question. Some of the prophecies indeed have 
already been fulfilled. By its nature and purpose, the message of Fatima 
is a universal one. The whole world, not merely a few individuals, must 
turn to God by penance and a renewal of moral and religious life. 

Long ago the Prophet Jeremias complained: “With desolation is 
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all the land made desolate; because there is none that considereth in 
the heart” (Jer. xii. 11). Today we see that truth verified in every 
aspect of life. For this reason, God will have us today pray through 
the Immaculate Heart of Mary, of whom it was said that she “kept all 
the words of God in mind, pondering them in her heart” (cf. Luke ii. 19, 
51), that through this Heart He may shower His graces on the world, 
and lead mankind back to the Heart of Jesus. Meditating on the mys- 
teries of Mary’s life, with which Jesus is inseparably united, men will — 
be convinced of the great part the Heart of Mary has in the Divine plan, 
and dispose themselves to imitate her virtues and to fulfil the requests 
she made at Fatima. 

The Blessed Virgin has promised that the fulfilment of her re- 
quests is to be the great lever which will move the Heart of her Divine 
Son, the mainspring which will set the spiritual life of men into 
motion, and, in a word, the determining factor in the victory of good 
over evil. She has promised as one of its glorious fruits the con- 
version of Russia. Through it is to come the conversion of all nations 
to Christ, as well as a just and lasting peace. We cannot afford, there- 
fore, to ignore longer Mary’s pleas. 

Our Holy Father, Pope Pius XII, has exhausted all the means 
human prudence and Christian charity can suggest to turn the eyes 
of men to heaven and to point out to Christians the means to stem 
the punishments of God. Every year he has urged the faithful under 
the guidance of their pastors to send fervent supplications to God 
for the religious and moral betterment of our times, and to make this 
plea especially through Mary. The Vatican is the beacon light which 
guides the minds and hearts of men. Many thousands have followed 
the way pointed out by the Holy Father, and have consecrated them- 
selves to the Heart of Mary. But the fruit of such a consecration 
can be harvested only by the growth and flowering of a new spiritual 
life which is the result of putting into practice the spirit of that con- 
secration — the creation within us of “a new heart and a new spirit.” 
This is the means by which we can merit the mercy of God. 

Mary’s is a loving Heart, the Heart of a Mother who loves each 
and all of her children as only a Mother so holy and perfect can love. 
Her Heart is full of the tenderest solicitude; it is a Heart most merci- 
ful and kind, a Heart that is the refuge of sinners and the comforter 
of the afflicted. The Heart of Mary is the Heart of the Mediatrix of 
All Graces. Her feast under this title, assigned to the last day of 
May, the eve of the month of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, denotes that 
Mary is the one channel of all graces and leads souls infallibly to 
the Sacred Heart. Mary, who knows better than any other the Heart 
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of her Son, is therefore the unerring guide to Him, while at the same 
time she is most powerful and most gentle. 

May, then, Mary’s month be especially dear to all the faithful, 
and may each and every one of us, during its blessed days, prove him- 
self her devoted client, a child of her Immaculate Heart. And may 
the passing days cause us all to rejoice more and more in seeing the 
veneration of Our Immaculate Queen become truer, deeper, and more 
widespread than ever before, so that Mary may more quickly lead 
back the world to Christ, and in so doing assure to it true happiness 
and peace, and to souls the unending joys of heaven. 


—_—_~~_—_—o 


‘‘He Ascended into Heaven’’ 
Senet nie ae 


f= 9 RIGHTLY the day has dawned; the earth, which 

2 ee exulted at the birth of the Savior, now thrills with a 
nameless joy; for the ineffable sequence of the mys- 
teries of the God-man is about to reach its grand com- 
pletion. Nature is robed in festive garments, to cele- 
brate the glorious triumph of her Creator. The joy 
of earth reaches even to heaven, and the choirs of angels are prepar- 
ing to receive their Lord and King. Already their princes stand at 
the heavenly portals, ready to lift up the golden gates the moment the 
approach of the Divine Conqueror is heralded. The souls of the just, 
but lately freed from Limbo, hover over Jerusalem, awaiting the mo- 
ment when the celestial portals, closed four thousand years previously 
by sin, will open wide and they can soar upward to the heavenly 
mansions in the cortege of the Savior. 

In the Upper ‘Room in Jerusalem, the Apostles and disciples of 
Christ are gathered with Mary, the Mother of Jesus, and a group of 
holy women, awaiting the Master’s last visit. For the Risen Savior 
is coming to receive the farewells of His loved followers, whom He 
must now leave behind in this vale of tears. 

Suddenly He stands in their midst. The heart of Mary thrills 
with joy; the disciples and holy women adore Him with love and 
reverence, Jesus graciously seats Himself with them at table. He 
shares their meal, no longer to establish the truth of His resurrection, 
for He knows that they no longer doubt, but to give them a last tender 
mark of Divine intimacy at the moment of His return to the right 
hand of His Father in heaven. Oh, how ineffable is this meal, at 
which Mary enjoys for the last time the joy of sitting beside her 
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Divine Son; where the Church, represented by this first band of Chris- 
tians, is assembled under the visible supremacy of her Divine Bride- 
groom and Head! 

Who could describe the reverence, the recollection, the attentive- 
ness of those who sat with Christ at table? Ardently they had longed 
to listen once more to His words, so precious now in this hour of 
parting. And Jesus opens His lips, but His words are fraught with 
gravity rather than with tenderness; for in this hour of parting He 
has yet a weighty message to impart to them. He reminds His dis- 
ciples, first, of their want of faith when they heard the news of His 
resurrection. (Mark xvi. 14.) At the moment when He is about to 
charge them with the most sublime of missions, He deems it well to 
remind them of their human frailty. In a short time they will be the 
oracles of the world; the world must accept their word in faith, must - 
believe from their lips marvelous truths of which they alone have 
been witnesses. It is by faith that men enter into relationship with 
God, and in the beginning this faith was wanting in them. Jesus 
therefore demands of them a final reparation for their former un- 
belief, in order that their apostolate may be founded on humility. 

Then, assuming a tone of authority proper to Himself alone, Jesus 
says to His Apostles: “Go into the whole world and preach the Gos- 
pel to every creature. He who believes and is baptized shall be saved, 
but he who does not believe shall be condemned” (Mark xvi. 15, 16). 
— But how are the Apostles — obscure men — to fulfil this exalted 
mission? What means have they to convince the world that they are 
proclaiming the truth? Jesus tells them: “These signs shall attend 
those who believe: in My Name they shall cast out devils; they shall 
speak in new tongues; they shall take up serpents; and if they drink 
any deadly thing, it shall not hurt them; they shall lay hands upon 
the sick and they shall get well” (Ibid. 17-18). Even as He had 
willed that miracles should bear witness to the Divinity of His mis- 
sion, He wills that miracles should witness the foundation of His 
Church. The setting aside of the laws of nature proves that He who 
speaks and acts is the Lord of nature, or acts as His ambassador. 

Tiberius, who sits restlessly upon his throne, in constant anxiety 
of conspiracies, has no inkling of this gigantic movement about to be 
launched, which has for its end the conquest not only of the Roman 
empire but of the whole world. But these “warriors” are in need of 
armor — an armor of heavenly steel; and Jesus promises that they 
shall receive such armor very soon: “I send forth upon you the prom- 
ise of My Father. But wait here in the city, until you are clothed with 
power from on high” (Luke xxiv. 49). He reminds them of His 
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Father’s promise: “the promise,” He says, “of which you have heard 
by My mouth; for John indeed baptized with water, but you shall be 
baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days hence” (Acts i. 4, 5). 


When the meal is ended, Jesus rises, and the whole assembly 
prepares to accompany Him. Leaving the Supper Room on Mt. Sion, 
the pilgrim band wends its way through the city to the eastern gate, 
which leads to the valley of Josaphat. Unseen by the eyes of the 
people who rejected Him, Jesus passes for the last time through the 
streets of the unfaithful city. 


What feelings must have animated the heart of Mary during 
those last moments in the company of her Son! In her maternal 
heart, was sorrow uppermost because she would no longer see her 
beloved Jesus, or did joy predominate because He was about to enter 
into His well-merited glory? The answer is not hard to find. Jesus 
had said to His disciples, when speaking of His impending departure, 
“If you loved Me, you would indeed rejoice that I am going to the 
Father” (John xiv. 28). Now, who loved Jesus with a greater love 
than His Mother Mary? Must not her heart, then, have been filled 
with joy at the moment of this ineffable parting? Mary could not 
think of herself when there was question of the triumph of her Son 
and her God. After those frightful events on Mt. Calvary, where she 
had seen Him betrayed, blasphemed, and dying in agony and desola- 


tion, she could desire nothing so ardently as to see Him glorified, 


recognizing in Him, as she did, the highest Lord of creation. 


Passing through the valley of Josaphat, and crossing the brook 
Cedron, they bend their steps toward the Mount of Olives. What 
memories are here recalled! In the hour of His humiliation, the 
Messiah drank from the muddy waters of this brook; today the same 
Messiah crosses it in His triumphal march. Ascending the slope, they 
pass at the left the Garden of Gethsemane, the witness of His frightful 
agony, the grotto in which the chalice of reparation for all the sins 
of men had been presented to the Savior and drained by Him. They 
are now in the vicinity of Bethany, that favored town where Jesus 
so often sought and found the hospitality of Lazarus and his two 
sisters. Here the procession comes to a halt. From this point 
they can see the city of Jerusalem, lying proudly before them, its 
temple and turreted palaces gleaming in the noonday sun. The sight 
stirs the patriotism of the disciples. Forgetting, for the moment, the 
maledictions their Master has uttered over this ungrateful city, and 
the fact that even now Jesus has made them citizens and conquerors of 
the whole world, the dream of the worldly greatness of Jerusalem pre- 
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possesses them, and they venture to ask: “Lord, wilt Thou at this time 
restore the kingdom to Israel?” (Acts, i. 6.) 

Jesus answers their unseemly question with a note of sternness: 
“It is not for you to know the times or dates which the Father has 
fixed by His own authority.” It is to the conversion of the heathen 
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world and the foundation of the Church that He wishes His disciples 
to apply themselves. To remind them of this, He continues: “but you 
shall receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you, and you 
shall be witnesses for Me in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria 
and even to the very ends of the earth” (Acts, i. 7-8). 

With a last loving glance, Jesus raises His hands in blessing. 
At the same moment His feet are lifted from the earth, and in the 
sight of all He rises heavenward. The eyes of all follow Him atten- 
tively, until a cloud veils Him from their sight. Presently two men 
in white garments appear and say to them: : “Men: of Galilee, why do 
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you stand looking up to heaven? This Jesus who has been taken 
up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you have 
seen Him going into heaven” (Acts, i. 11). 

Slowly they grasp the import of these words: Christ, the Savior, 
had ascended; Christ, the Judge, would one day descend. Between 
those two points of time lay the temporal mission of His Church, and 
it was for them to inaugurate this mission. Immense, indeed, was the 
task Jesus had laid upon them. Yet at the moment they were to apply 
themselves to its accomplishment He left them. Alone they must de- 
scend the Mount of Olives and face the future. Yet not alone, for 
Christ had promised that He would be with them all days, even to 
the end of the world. And Mary, His Mother, was with them, too, 
and the noble sentiments of this incomparable Mother communicated 
themselves to their souls. It was not with sadness, then, that they re- 
turned to Jerusalem, but “with great joy,” as St. Luke tells us (xxiv. 53). 


According to an ancient tradition, it was at the hour of noon that 
the ascension took place. At mid-day, too, Christ had been raised 
on the Cross, to suffer and die in degradation. But this hour of dark- 
ness is overshadowed now by the glorious triumph of His ascension, 
when, His work on earth completed, He returns to His throne at the 
right hand of His Father. 

All the mysteries of the Incarnate Word which have unfolded 
during the Church year find their crowning in the ascension. All the 
graces we have received from day to day are directed toward our own 
entrance into heaven, where we are one day to be united with our 
Divine Head. In Him is our life, our hope of eternal blessedness. 
In vain would we seek for it elsewhere. Whatever draws us nearer 
to Jesus is good; whatever separates us from Him is evil and fatal. 
The ascension is the last bright ray which God lets shine before our 
eyes to show us the way to heaven. If our heart longs to be united 
with Jesus, it lives the true life; but if it clings to earthly things, and 
feels no desire for Eternal Love, which is in Christ Jesus, it is dead. 


Let us, then, with the disciples, lift our eyes heavenward and 
follow with longing Him who today has ascended thither to prepare 
a place for us. “Sursum corda! Lift up your hearts!” This is His 
ascension message to us. It is also the message of our elder brothers 
and sisters, the saints of God, who have already followed the Divine 
Conqueror into eternal rest. It is likewise the message of the angels 
who, opening the portals of heaven to receive their King, and form- 
ing His glorious retinue, invite us to join their shining ranks. 
(Adapted from Dom Gueranger’s “Liturgical Year.” ) 
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OLY Mother Church, in her liturgy, leads us on in a 
' progressive movement from the solid belief in 
Christ’s resurrection and ascension to the fruitful 
guidance of the Holy Spirit in the unfolding of a 
fuller Christian life. In the sequence of Divine mys- 
teries which have been unfolded during the liturgical 
year, we have often sensed the operation of the Third 
Person of the Most Holy Trinity. The texts from Holy Scripture 
occurring in the Mass and the Office, both from the Old and the New 
Testament, have more than once directed our reverent attention to 
the Holy Spirit of God. This Divine Person, however, seemed to veil 
Himself in mystery as if the time of His revelation had not yet come. 

But if the public reign of the Holy Spirit in the world was post- 
poned till after the God-man had ascended to His throne in heaven, 
we must not think He remained inactive until that time. The Scrip- 
tures, for example, which have formed so many sublime fragments 
of the liturgy, what are they but the hidden work of Him who, as the 
Nicene Creed declares, has spoken by the prophets? This Divine 
Spirit gave us the Word, the Wisdom of the Father, by means of the 
Scriptures, even as later He was to give us the same Divine Word 
clothed in the flesh of human nature. 

Not for a moment during the existence of the world was He 
inactive. Through the centuries He was preparing it to become the 
kingdom of the Incarnate Word. He had not yet revealed Himself 
to the world; but He hovered lovingly over mankind, as in the mys- 
tery of creation He hovered over the inanimate waters. 

Before His advent the prophets foretold. His coming even as 
they foretold the coming of the Son of God. But before He revealed 
Himself, the Holy Spirit operated directly through the revelation of 
the Divine Word. As the omnipotent creative power called forth from 
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nothingness the body and soul of the future Mother of Christ, it was 
the Spirit of God who prepared the dwelling of the Most High by 
sanctifying Mary from the first moment of her conception, taking 
possession of her as the Divine Temple in which the Son of God 
prepared to descend. Then, at the blissful moment of the Annuncia- 
tion, the Archangel announced to the Virgin Mary that the Holy 
Ghost would come upon her and the power of the Most High would 
overshadow her; and scarcely had Mary given her consent to the 
eternal decree when the Holy Spirit accomplished the ineffable mys- 
tery by His operation. 

Upon this Flower, which sprang from a branch of the root of 
Jesse, upon this human nature brought forth in Mary through Divine 
operation, the Spirit of the Father and the Son rested with compla- 
cency. He overwhelmed the Virgin-Mother with His gifts; He pre- 
pared her for her glorious eternal destiny. And this Divine Spirit, 
who had overwhelmed the Mother with such immense spiritual treas- 
ures, surpassed, in the Son, in a manner wholly immeasurable, the 
seemingly almost infinite measure of the Mother’s graces. All of 
these marvels the Divine and almighty Spirit wrought wholly in secret; 
for the hour in which He was to manifest Himself to the world had 
not yet come. 

St. John tells us that “the Spirit had not yet been given, seeing 
that Jesus had not yet been glorified” (vii. 39). The mystery of the 
ascension therefore forms the link between the two revelations of 
God on earth: the visible kingdom of the Son of God and the visible 
kingdom of the Holy Spirit. To unite them and prepare the sequence 
of the one upon the other, not only had human prophets raised their 
voices, but the Divine Prophet Himself during His earthly life had 
heralded the future reign of the Holy Spirit. “It is expedient for 
you that I depart,” He said to His Apostles, “for if I do not go, the 
Advocate will not come to you; but if I go I will send Him to you” 
(John xvi. 7). 

The Holy Spirit does not assume human nature, as did the Son 
of God; His mission is not to redeem the world, which the Son of 
God has already redeemed. His is the work of sanctification, and He 
comes with an infinite measure of love, which no one can disregard 
without incurring serious guilt. To Him Jesus confides the Church, 
His Bride, during the long centuries of her “widowhood”; into the 
hands of this Divine Spirit He places His work, that He may guide 
and sustain it. 

The Word of God and the Holy Spirit are equal in glory and 
power; both owe their coming upon earth to the same eternal and 
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peace-bringing decree of the Blessed Trinity, which through this two- 
fold visitation communicates to us the Divine nature. (2 Peter, i. 4.) 
We, the children of nothingness, are called, through the co-operation 
of the Incarnate Word and the Holy Spirit, to become children of 
the Heavenly Father. If, then, we desire to know how the faithful soul 
should prepare for the coming of the Divine Comforter, we must go 
in spirit to the Supper Room, where the disciples, in obedience to the 
command of their Master, are gathered together, with Mary, His 
Mother, persevering in prayer and waiting for the power of the Most 
High to come upon them and to equip them with spiritual armor for 
the struggles they shall have to undergo. 

In this sacred asylum of recollection and peace we reverently 
seek out, first of all, Mary, the Mother of Jesus, the masterpiece of 
the Holy Spirit, the temple of the living God, from whom on the 
morrow, as from the bosom of a mother, through the power of the 
same Holy Spirit, will be born the Church. Has not this incomparable 
creature a right to our highest veneration — she who has been as- 
sociated with all the mysteries of the Son of God, and who is un- 
questionably the most worthy object of the visit of the Holy Spirit? 
We greet thee, then, O Mary, full of grace. In vain does thy humility 
seek to escape the honors which shall be thine on the morrow, im- 
maculate Spouse of the Holy Spirit! This heavenly Spirit must be 
poured out upon thee now in a new manner; for a new work awaits 
thee upon the earth which rejoices in its continued possession of thee. 

Around Mary are assembled the members of the Apostolic Col- 
lege. Her presence fills them with consolation and they see reflected 
in her noble countenance the features of their absent Lord. During 
the previous days, an important event has taken place in the Supper 
Room, under the eye of the Mother of God. Even as God had chosen 
the twelve sons of Jacob to be the pillars of the chosen people of Israel, 
so also He chose from this nation twelve men in order to erect upon 
them the Christian Church, of which He Himself was to be the corner- 
stone, and with Him and in Him, Peter. The lamentable fall of Judas 
had reduced this chosen number to eleven and it was expedient that 
the number be again completed before the outpouring of the power of 
the Most High. Accordingly, lots were cast, and Matthias was chosen 
to fill the vacancy. 

In the Supper Room were also other disciples who, though not 
members of the Apostolic College, were nevertheless witnesses of the 
activities of the God-man, and were likewise to proclaim the message 
of the Gospel. Finally, Magdalen and other holy women were present 
also, in obedience to the wishes of the Master. 
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The thrilling story of the coming of the Holy Spirit in the form 
of tongues of fire, prefaced by the sound of a strong wind which filled 
the whole house, is told in the Gospel for the feast of Pentecost. There 
likewise we read of the miracle of the gift of tongues bestowed upon 
the Apostles and disciples, and the great commotion created in Jeru- 
salem by the report of these wonders. Thus we see how the first 
Christian Pentecost succeeded and overshadowed with its glory the 
Jewish Pentecost, which had been but its type and figure. 

The reign of the Holy Spirit had now commenced, and new con- 
quests were preparing. He who appeared at the baptism of Christ 
in the Jordan in the gracious form of a dove now appeared in flames 
of fire. In His Divine Essence He is Love. But love is not only 
mild and tender; it is also fiery and glowing. Jesus had said that He 
came to cast fire upon earth; this Divine fire had now been enkindled 
by the Holy Spirit, and must never more be extinguished. 

The Paraclete manifests Himself in the form of tongues, because 
the Divine fire is to be spread by means of the organ of speech. The 
hour has now come for the Apostles and disciples to proclaim to the 
world the message of redemption. Already on that first Pentecost their 
message is received by a great throng. All who receive it are united in 
one faith, and form the body of the one true Church — the Catholic, 
universal Church which now extends over all times and all places. 
Jesus had said: “Go into the whole world and preach the Gospel to all 
nations.” The Holy Spirit imparted the tongues which should cause 
this word to echo everywhere, together with the fire of love which 
should cause it to burn itself into the hearts of men. 

Yet there seems to be an obstacle to the accomplishment of this 
mission. Since the building of the tower of Babel, the languages of 
the nations are varied and multiple. How then shall language be the 
instrument to conquer so many nations, to unite into one family so 
many races which cannot understand each other’s speech? In the 
holy ecstasy of Pentecost the Holy Spirit has overcome this difficulty, 
for He has infused into the disciples not only the power to understand 
all languages, but also the ability to make themselves understood in 
all. 

How beautiful is the Church of God, which in this sublime mira- 
cle of Pentecost has become visible to the world! From now on the 
Holy Spirit will rule it without bounds. In it we see again the mar- 
velous spectacle which the earth presented when the whole human 
race knew and spoke but one tongue.. And this marvel has been ac- 
complished not only for one Pentecost, nor is it confined to the life- 
span of those in whom it was effected. After the time of the Apostles 
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its form was indeed changed, because then the gift of languages was 
no longer needed; but till the end of the world the Church will con- 
tinue to speak all languages; for it is confined to no single country, 
but is thriving in all the countries of earth. Everywhere the same 
Faith is announced, in the language of every nation, and thus the 
Pentecost miracle accompanies the Church throughout the ages and 
forms one of its outstanding marks. 


As we contemplate these marvels of the descent of the Holy Spirit, 
let us once more greet the Blessed Virgin Mary, who now more than 
ever is “full of grace.” It would seem as if heaven had exhausted 
the measure of graces it could pour out upon a single creature, how- 
soever high its destiny in the eternal plans, in the immeasurable gifts 
lavished upon Mary in her Immaculate Conception, in the treasures of 
sanctity which the presence of the Incarnate Word in her bosom 
poured out over her, in the special help imparted to her to enable 
her to co-operate with her Son in the work of Redemption, and in the 
graces which Jesus heaped upon her in the glory of His resurrection. 
And yet it is not so. A new mission is now before her: at this 
hour the Church is born of her. Mary brings into the world the Mys- 
tical Bride of her Son, and new duties rest upon her. When He as- 
cended to heaven, Jesus left her on earth so that she might with 
motherly solicitude watch over the tender infancy of the Church and 
guide its first steps in the world. The “new Eve,” the true “Mother 
of the living,” must therefore receive a new influx of grace which cor- 
responds to such a mission. She is therefore the first object of the 
graces of the Holy Spirit. Previously He had made her abound in 
grace, that she might become the Mother of the Son of God; now 
He forms her to be the Mother of all Christians. At this moment 
the Spirit of Love fulfils the word of the dying Savior on the Cross, 
when, pointing to John, He had said: “Woman, behold thy son!” 
The hour of fulfilment has come, and Mary has received the grace 
of this new motherhood in wondrous fulness — a motherhood which 
today for the first time she has exercised and which she will continue 
on earth until she is taken up to be enthroned as heaven’s queen. Then, 
when the Church shall have grown sufficiently to be without her per- 
sonal guidance, and she has been taken up to heaven to reign with 
her Son in glory, she will continue from her lofty throne to watch 
over the Church and to lavish upon it a mother’s care. 

Let us contemplate this new beauty in the countenance of her 
upon whom God has conferred this second maternal dignity. A Divine 
fire penetrates Mary, a new love flames in her heart; she gives herself 
wholly to this new mission, for the sake of which she was left upon 
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earth. The apostolic grace has come upon her. The fiery tongue 
which rested over her head will not find utterance in public preaching, 
but she will speak to the Apostles, will guide them and encourage them 
in their difficulties. She will speak to the faithful with mildness and 
power, and the irresistible word of this universal Mother, like “pure 
spiritual milk” (1 Pet. ii. 2) will give strength to the first children 
of the Church to conquer the assaults of hell. To be concluded 


(Adapted from Dom Gueranger’s “Liturgical Year.” ) 


A Pope’s Love for His Mother 


02-0+0 
~<"“) HE following beautiful incident, told in the life of the 
| illustrious Pope Benedict XI (1303-1304), has lived in 
history. 


The Papal Court at Rome was thrilled with interest. 

Word had come that the mother of the Supreme Pontiff 

had arrived in Rome and was being conducted to the Lateran Palace for 

a visit to her saintly son. The whole city had gone out to meet her, 

and the Holy Father, surrounded by a group of Cardinals, awaited her 
arrival. 

A trumpet was sounded. At the door stood an old woman, sweet 
of face, and dressed in the homely peasant clothing of Treviso. She was 
dazed for a moment by the greatness of the reception room and the 
sight of her son on the Papal Throne in the midst of his attending 
Cardinals. 

She was dazed only for a moment, for Benedict XI arose quickly 
and rushed to the door. He threw his arms around her toil-bent 
shoulders, and, with tears of joy, introduced her to the waiting Cardinals. 
His mother was of peasant stock and he had been a shepherd lad, and 
no false vanity could have persuaded him to permit her to come in bril- 
liant worldly attire. His greeting still lives: ‘There is no one in the 
world who loves his mother more than I do mine.” 

Mother’s Day, May 11, reminds us of the love we should bear our 
mother, and gives us a welcome opportunity to give her some special 
token of our love, Above all will she appreciate a spiritual offering, 
especially the priceless Sacrifice of the Mass and Holy Communion re- 
ceived for her. 


By way of suggestion, a CANDLE burned for Mother before the Most 
Blessed Sacrament exposed in one of our Eucharistic sanctuaries, would doubt- 
less be a gift most pleasing to her. (An offering of 50¢ will provide a candle 
to burn twenty-four hours.) This could be offered at the same time to honor 
the Mother of God and our own dear Heavenly Mother. 


Another suggestion might be to have her enrolled in our Association of 
Perpetual Adoration. (An alms of one dollar will entitle her to an ordinary 
membership; or of ten dollars, to a privileged membership.) 
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Wovena to the 
bolp Spirit 


May 16 to May 24 
er 


OME, Holy Spirit, fill 
the hearts of the 
= . faithful and enkindle in 
them the fire of Thy love! This petition should be in our hearts and 
on our lips frequently during these days of preparation for the coming 
of the Divine Spirit. Because it is the wish of the Church that all 
Catholics take part in the novena in preparation for Pentecost, a 
public novena is held in every parish beginning the day after the 
Ascension and ending on the Vigil — that is, the day before Pente- 
cost. From this we can see what importance the Church attaches to 
this novena, and how ardently she wishes her children to prepare 
their hearts and invite the Holy Spirit to come and take full possession 
of them. 

Pentecost, as we know, is the Birthday of the Church, for on that 
day the Holy Spirit commenced His special work in her. We ought, 
then, to pour forth our prayers for the Church, that her work of spread- 
ing the truth and leading men to Christ may be richly blessed, and 
that all the nations of the earth may, through the love of the Holy 
Spirit, be united in her fold. We should pray also for our Holy Father 
and for all prelates and pastors of the Church, as well as for the rulers 
of states and nations, that they may be guided by the Holy Spirit in the 
fulfilment of ‘their duties. It is important that we pray, too, for the 
increase of vocations to the priesthood and to the religious state, for 
without such vocations the work of the Church cannot be carried on 
effectively. 

Although the Holy Spirit abides continually with the Church, He 
comes with a new outpouring of His graces at each renewal of the feast 
of Pentecost. We should 
therefore foster a deep- 
er devotion to Him, and 
fervently implore Him 
to grant us His seven 
Gifts and to enrich us 
with His twelve Fruits. 
In this novena we may 


ask the Holy Spirit ‘to 
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give us light and strength for our spiritual life, and the precious gift 
of His Divine love. We should ask Him, too, to assist us in our tem- 
poral needs, for He is the Divine Consoler, the Giver of all gifts, and 
it is His delight to comfort and assist those who call upon Him. 

The solemn novena for Pentecost will be offered in each of our 
four Eucharistic Sanctuaries. We shall include in this Novena the in- 
tentions of all who recommend themselves to our prayers and who wish 
to unite with us in making the novena. - Petitions sent to us will be 
placed near the altar of exposition during the novena, and specially 
recommended to the Holy Spirit. It is suggested that all who parti- 
cipate assist at Holy Mass and receive Holy Communion daily during 
the novena, or at least several times; and also that they repeat frequently 
the ejaculation given at the beginning of this article. 
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ATHOLIC ACTION is a term that has come to be much used 
(f° since the encyclical of Pope Pius X “To Restore All Things 
in Christ” and that of Pius XI on “Catholic Action.” The 
formula contains in itself the idea of the Mystical Body and the col- 
laboration of all the members in working for the same end, namely, 
the sanctification of souls for the building up of the Mystical Body, 
to the glory of God. The field for Catholic Action is, therefore, al- 
most as broad as life itself, because the Christian Faith is designed 
to permeate life in all its phases, individual, domestic and social. 
Perhaps one of the chief reasons why Catholic ideals and principles 
have failed to bring to bear the influence they should in modern 
American life is the failure of Catholics to take an interest and partici- 
pate in the apostolic activity of the Church. 
One significant feature of Catholic Action undoubtedly is the 
spread of the knowledge of Catholic truth. Now, one of the most 
effective ways of bringing the knowledge of the Faith to non-Catholics, 
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and of helping Catholics to know their Faith more thoroughly and 
to really live it as Christ intended it should be lived is the Catholic 
Press. 

The Catholic Press is of tremendous importance at the present 
time because error, unbelief and ignorance abound in our days, and. 
because the great masses of the people are suffering from the aban- 
donment of Catholic ideals. There are various ways by which the 
Catholic man and woman, boy and girl, can promote the Catholic 
Press. The reading of Catholic literature in the home can be fostered. 
The interest of others in Catholic publications can be enlisted. Cam- 
paigns can be carried on to place Catholic books and magazines in 
public libraries, reading rooms, hospitals, etc. Small circulating 
libraries can be organized; magazines and pamphlets and other forms. 
of Catholic literature can be distributed in various ways. 


As a member of the Mystical Body, it devolves upon each and 
every Catholic, by the virtue of charity, to aid others in the work of 
sanctification and salvation, according to his talents, opportunities and 
station in life. No one is exempt from the obligation, not even the 
child in the grade school, and if there is no other means open to the 
individual, there is always that of prayer, which is accessible to all. 


For the past forty-two years, “Tabernacle and Purgatory” has 
been endeavoring to inculcate into the minds and hearts of its readers 
a practical and life-giving knowledge of Catholic truths, and to help 
the members of the Mystical Body to live and love the precious heritage 
which is theirs in the possession of the Catholic Faith. That its in- 
fluence has produced a salutary effect in the lives of many, and 
has reached to far-flung fields, is daily evidenced by the encouraging 
testimonials and words of appreciation, received from a varied selec- 
tion of readers, from which we quote the following: — 


“The articles in ‘Tabernacle and Purgatory’ now, as in the past, 
give such clear explanations of religious matters that I couldn’t well 
afford to be without it. They always furnish one with a ray of hope 
and spiritual uplift amidst the clouds of life.’”’” (Ohio) 


“ “Tabernacle and Purgatory’ has been such a powerful influence 
in my life. It sets on fire a Divine spark. I am thinking of sending 
it to as many people as I know and can afford. It is the most in- 
spirational of all religious magazines I have read.”” (Wis.) 


“As each issue of ‘Tabernacle and Purgatory’ arrives, I find new 
joy and inspiration. It really builds a good library, and I often refer 
to a back issue. In fact, all the Benedictine booklets are helpful.’’ 

\ (Calif. ) 








20 Tabernacle and Purgatory 


“IT enclose $1.00 for one year’s subscription to that wonderful 
magazine ‘Tabernacle and Purgatory.’ I am a high school student, 
and I have read many spiritual books and magazines, but I have never 
read and thoroughly enjoyed any book or magazine as I do ‘Tabernacle 
and Purgatory,’ and also your dear booklets. They are to me priceless, 
indeed. It is by these booklets and by this magazine that I was first 
introduced to our Lord Jesus Christ in the Blessed Sacrament. Indeed, 
I would have been another of the many lost souls if it had not been 
for your magazine.”’ (Calif.) 


“I have assimilated more necessary knowledge from your maga- 
zine and booklets in the past eighteen months than in the previous 
seventy years of reason of my life’s time.” (Calif.) 


May 1947 marks the forty-third anniversary of the publication 
of “Tabernacle and Purgatory.” It is our humble prayer that this 
new volume may continue its mission to those who have welcomed 
the magazine in the past, and that it may reach out, from month to 
month, to an ever-widening circle of subscribers and readers. This 
it would indeed be able to do if its friends would imitate a zealous 
Catholic Actionist who on the last day of May, 1946, sent us a new 
subscription for each year of the existence of “Tabernacle and Pur- 
gatory” — many of them being for fallen-away Catholics. What a 
truly fitting offering this was in honor of Our Lady, Mediatrix of 
All Graces, Mother of Beautiful Love, Our Lady of the Sacred Heart 
and the Queen of All Saints, whose feast occurs on May 31st! 

If this perhaps seems too much for the individual efforts of one 
person, such a worthy form of the Catholic apostolate might be fos- 
tered by a group of individuals banding together to form a club, and 
contributing or soliciting small amounts towards a fund for providing 
subscriptions for lukewarm and fallen-away members of the Mystical 
Body, or for those who cannot afford to pay for subscriptions. Sodality 
groups, or different classes in schools, might take this project as a 
May gift in honor of the Queen and Mother of the Mystical Body, who 
surely will richly repay those who work for the interests of her Divine 
Son. But Catholic Action brings its own reward, for it makes one 
enthusiastic for his religion, and it increases his love for his Faith, 
while the effort expended proves to be an engrossing apostolate. 





Spiritual Vitamin for May 
hoe 


Come, Holy Ghost, our souls possess 
With Thy full flood of holiness! 
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St. Gertrude’s Manner of Spending the Feasts of 
Ascension and Pentecost 
Tenant anny antl 


#7’ HEN St. Gertrude awoke at dawn on Ascension 
Day, she began to plan what she would do at 
mid-day, the hour at which Our Lord is supposed 
to have entered heaven. Jesus appeared to her, 
saying: “Give Me now all the homage you are 
preparing for Me, for all the joy I then experienced will be renewed 
in Me when I enter your heart in the adorable Sacrament of the Altar.” 
Gertrude asked Him to teach her how to arrange a procession like the 
one He made with His Apostles and disciples when “He led them out 
as far as Bethany.” To this Jesus replied: “Bethany means ‘house of 
obedience.’ You cannot, therefore, arrange a better procession or one 
more pleasing to Me than to lead Me into your heart, offering Me your 
will without any reserve, and deploring the many occasions on which 
you have followed your own wishes rather than Mine.” 

At the moment when Gertrude received Holy Communion, Our 
Lord said to her: “Behold, I come to you, not to bid you farewell but 
to take you with Me and present you to God, My Father.” At the 
hour of None He appeared to her again, clad in a tunic of green and 
crimson. Then Gertrude saw Him, accompanied by a multitude of 
angels, pass along the monastic choir, saluting each religious who had 
communicated that morning, with the words: “I am with you always, 
even to the end of the world.” 





To some He also gave a ring in which was set a magnificent jewel, 
saying as He did so: “I will not leave you orphans; I will come to 
you.” Gertrude asked Our Lord why some received this mark of special 
affection, to which He replied: “These, while they sat at table, recalled 
the last refection I took with My disciples before My Ascension, and 
said the prayer: ‘O most loving Jesus, may the virtue of Thy Divine 
love incorporate me wholly with Thee.’ Therefore have I given them 
a special reward.” 

As the antiphon “He lifted up His hands and blessed them” was 
being sung, the saint saw her Divine Master, still surrounded by angels, 
rise into the air, whence He blessed the whole community with the 
Sign of the Cross, adding the words He spoke to His Apostles: “My 
peace I leave with you; My peace I give unto you.” From this Ger- 
trude knew that, come what might, nothing could take from the hearts 
of His faithful servants that most blessed peace of God whieh makes 
His yoke sweet and His burden light. 
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In her preparation for the feast of Pentecost, Gertrude was ac- 
customed to ask earnestly for the four virtues of purity of heart, hu- 
mility, tranquillity, and concord: the two last as a rampart against her 
own natural impetuosity. In answer to her prayer she saw Our Lord 
surround her heart with a circlet of gold to secure her peace of soul, 
and give her, as it were, a veil to cover and preserve all the virtues in 
her soul, especially the gifts and fruits of the Holy Ghost. 


On the eve of the feast, she begged our Savior to prepare her for 
the coming of the Holy Spirit on the morrow; and she heard Him 
answer with infinite tenderness: “You shall receive the power of the 
Holy Ghost coming upon you.” Later on, while the baptismal font 
was being blessed in the parish church, Jesus cleansed her soul from 
all its stains; and as Gertrude recommended herself to the care of the 
saints, they all offered their merits to God to make good her own negli- 
gences and supply her needs. 


On Whitsunday morning, in spite of great weakness which 
obliged her to interrupt the recitation of Matins, Gertrude received 
Holy Communion and offered the life of Christ to God the Father in 
reparation for the poverty of the abode her soul had presented to the 
Holy Spirit, since His coming to dwell therein on the day of her bap- 
tism. As she did this, she saw the Holy Ghost descend under the form 
of a dove upon the adorable Sacrament of the Altar and find a pleasing 
refuge in the Sacred Heart of Jesus. At Tierce she was instructed in 
a mystical interpretation of the Veni Creator; and Jesus appeared visi- 
bly before her, flooding her soul with consolation, so that she knew 
His promise had been fulfilled and that the power of the Holy Ghost 
had indeed come upon her by the strengthening of His gifts within 
her soul. 

Even when Pentecost was over the saint was still aflame with love 
and fervor. She reproached herself for showing so little gratitude to 
Our Lord for the intimacy with which He treated her in preference to 
so many others, and for taking so little care to attach herself to Him 
in return by renouncing all exterior occupations and satisfactions. She 
asked Him to allow her in future to suffer the punishment due to her 
neglect, so that she might atone for it. On Wednesday in Whitsunday 
week, she offered the Sacred Host she was about to receive for the 
same intention. At the moment when the Blessed Sacrament was placed 
on her tongue, Our Lord made known to her that her offering was 
accepted; and the Holy Spirit, entering with the Host into her soul, 
united Himself closely and inseparably to her. 

On the following Sunday, when the Church keeps the feast of the 
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ever-blessed Trinity — a feast too sublime to be celebrated by outward 
pomp and ceremonial — Gertrude saw Our Lord offer His Divine 
Heart as a sweet-toned lyre to sound the praises of the Triune God. 
While the Office of the day was chanted on earth, this lyre caught up 
and echoed each psalm and prayer before the throne of God, sweetly 
and distinctly, or vaguely and uncertainly, according as the Office was 
recited with more or less devotion. 





The Mother of Mercy Compassionates the 
Suffering Souls 
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ARY, the Mother of God, whom we invoke under the 
beautiful title of Mother of Mercy, shows her loving 
kindness especially toward the souls suffering in purga- 
tory. She herself said to St. Bridget: “I am the Mother 
of all those who are in purgatory. Every hour their 
pains are alleviated by my intercession.” 

“Thrice happy,” says St. Alphonsus Liguori, “are the servants of 
this Mother of Mercy, because her protection not only accompanies 
them in this life, but follows them beyond the grave to purgatory. The 
more helpless these souls are, the greater is her solicitude and tender 
care for them.” 

Christian writers tell us that the saints in heaven and on earth have 
charity for the poor and needy in proportion to their knowledge and 
love of God. Now, our Blessed Mother has more knowledge and love 
of God than all the saints and angels combined. If, therefore, her 
charity for the needy is of equal extent, her patronage of the holy souls 
is greater than all other patronage combined. Devotions in Mary’s 
honor are therefore among the most efficacious means which the children 
of the Church on earth possess to help those blessed sufferers. 

After the holy Sacrifice of the Mass, the holy Rosary is one of 
the most powerful means that can be used to obtain the deliverance of 
the suffering souls, both because of the excellence of the prayer and 
the rich indulgences attached to it. Holy Masses offered in Mary’s 
honor, for the souls devout to her or to whom she may wish to apply 
them, alms given, or works of mercy practiced with the same intention, 
or, again, the recital of her Office, the veneration of her images, and 
other similar works of piety, may all be offered for the benefit of the 
holy souls as well as our own. 
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The practice of making pilgrimages to the shrines of the Blessed 
Virgin is not as popular in our days as it was in ages of greater faith. 
Many are deterred in this practice because it is not possible for them to 
make a lengthy pilgrimage to a distant shrine. Yet this form of devo- 
tion may be practiced regardless of the length of the pilgrimage: a near- 
by church where a picture or statue of our Blessed Lady is honored 
may be visited with as much (and even more) benefit as a more distant 
shrine. True, there is greater sacrifice of toil and time in making a 
long pilgrimage; such public pilgrimages are public protestations of 
faith, valuable in this age, and for that reason specially acceptable ‘to 
our Blessed Mother. Yet, after all, it is the fervor and devotion of the 
pilgrim that matters most, and for the purpose of benefiting the holy 
souls one ought to make frequent pilgrimages to some shrine that is 
near at hand. 

Let us, then, not only invoke Our Lady’s intercession frequently 
in behalf of the suffering souls, but also confidently place all our other 
good works and prayers in her blessed hands, that she may apply them 
for the relief of these children so dear to her maternal heart. 





St. Flavia Domitilla 
ORO 


MONG the saints in May’s calendar is one whose life 
is little known, though her name is mentioned in the 
Roman Missal. This is St. Domitilla, whose feast is 
kept on May 12. 

Flavia Domitilla was of high rank, being a cousin 
of the Emperors Titus and Domitian. Many of her 
relatives were saints and martyrs. Among: her servants were two 
brothers, Nereus and Achilleus, who had been converted by St. Peter. 
So faithful and respectful were they that they drew the love and es- 
teem of their young mistress. They confided to her that they were 
Christians and explained to her the Christian Faith. Domitilla en- 
joyed their conversation so much that she often slipped away from 
her gay companions to go and talk with them, and at last she was 
converted and baptized. 

Since she was of the Emperor’s family, and was very wealthy and 
beautiful, many young noblemen wished to marry Domitilla. After 
some time she became engaged to Aurelian, a handsome and agreeable 
young man of high birth, but a pagan. Domitilla was very much 
pleased with the idea of this marriage, and being young and gay, 
thought only of making herself appear beautiful and attractive in 
order that she might the better please Aurelian. 

One day when she was busy in choosing the most elegant dress 
and arranging her jewels in the most becoming fashion, her faithful 
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servants said to her: ‘‘Ah, dear Mistress, if you would take the same 
care to adorn your soul with virtues as you do to deck out your body, 
you would not fail to win the love of Jesus Christ, the King of heaven. 
This King would take you to be His spouse, and then this beauty of 
yours, which will so quickly fade, would last forever. Besides, you 
would become even more beautiful than you are now, and would 
shine gloriously in the Court of Heaven.” 

Domitilla answered: ‘All that is very true. Yet there is no 
sin in marrying; and if I am to marry, I may just as well take pains 
to set myself off properly, and to win the love of my husband, so that 
I may be happy in my marriage.’ To this Nereus replied: “You 
think only of the pleasures of this life, which so quickly pass away, 
and not of the everlasting happiness of heaven. You look on the 
advantages of marriage, and not on the trouble and misery it may 
bring you.’”’ Then the two servants depicted the trials and hardships 
which might attend her ‘marriage, the cruelty of a jealous husband, 
the anxiety over children, and the ingratitude with which she would 
likely be repaid, all of which might well make a young girl think twice 
before entering the married state. 

Nereus then spoke in glowing terms of the blessed state of vir- 
ginity. “A virgin,” he said, “lives on earth the life which the angels 
live in heaven. She has Jesus for her Spouse, and can rest assured 
He will never treat her unkindly, Whatever she does to show her 
love for Him, will please Him, and He will return love for love. He 
will never neglect or forsake her, but will always be with her, speaking 
sweetly to her, and putting happy and holy thoughts into her heart. 
She will be free from the cares of this world, and will not be afraid 
of sickness or of any misfortune that may happen to her, for His arms 
will always be around her, His beautiful Countenance will always be 
smiling on her, and the thought of His love will be to her a paradise 
of unspeakable happiness. And in heaven she will have a bright 
crown which is given to no one but virgins. Think then, my dear 
young Mistress, which lover is to be preferred, and choose the one 
you think you can love most — a mortal man, who, be he ever so 
good, will’ one day die and leave you, or Jesus Christ, who will never 
die, but who will rejoice and bless you with His company forever.” 

Domitilla was deeply impressed by these words. Her conscience 
told her they were true. Moreover, a voice within her seemed to 
urge her to choose Jesus as her Spouse. But how could she give up 
the things she loved so much — her beautiful clothes, her costly 
jewels, the gay company she had been keeping, and above all, the 
love of Aurelian? It was a hard struggle between the love of God 
and the love of the world, and for a short time it seemed as if the 
world would conquer. For the devil whispered to her that, after all, 
there was no need to give up these things; she could marry Aurelian, 
and yet love Jesus as many married women did. But she recalled the 
words of St. Paul: “The virgin thinks about the things of the Lord, 
that she may be holy both in body and spirit. Whereas she who is 
married thinks about the things of the world, how she may please 
her husband” (1 Cor. vii. 34), and in her heart she felt and knew 
that it was her whole self that Our Lord was asking, and that He 
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would not be satisfied if she gave Him only half her heart. She tried 
to reflect on the matter simply and earnestly, and prayed to God to 
guide her, and to give her strength to do whatever His will might be. 

At last the grace of God triumphed, and Domitilla determined 
to break her engagement with Aurelian. But the question was how 
to do this, for she knew that Aurelian would not readily give up his 
rich and beautiful bride. But if he made a commotion about it, her 
religion would come to the ears of the Emperor, who was persecuting 
the Christians. And now the devil set before her the trials that she 
would draw on herself — the dark dungeon, the scourging, the rack, 
the wild beasts, the fire, and all the horrible torments that were in- 
flicted on Christians. He asked her how a thoughtless young girl like 
herself, who had spent her life adorning and amusing herself, could 
bear such things. But Domitilla put away all these thoughts, resolv- 
ing not to worry about the consequences, but to commit herself trust- 
fully to the care of Jesus, her Divine Spouse, and to rely wholly on 
His love. She prayed that He would give her strength to do His will 
and to bear whatever trials He might send her. 

Nereus and Achilleus, meanwhile, went to Pope St. Clement, and 
told him that Domitilla wished to consecrate her virginity to Christ. 
On account of fhe persecution, the Holy Father was in constant anxiety 
lest any of the Christians should not bear their trials with fortitude. 
The news that a noble young lady, like Flavia Domitilla, should wish 
at a time like this to consecrate herself to God’s service, was therefore 
a great joy and’ encouragement to him, for he knew that nothing but 
the grace of God could have led her to make such a holy resolution. 
He therefore went with Nereus and Achilleus to the house of Flavia 
Domitilla. Finding that she had a true vocation and was ready to 
suffer everything for the love of Jesus, he consecrated her to be the 
spouse of Christ, and to devote her life to His service. 

It was not long before the troubles which Domitilla expected 
came upon her. At first, Aurelian would not believe that she really 
meant to break off the engagement; he thought it but a whimsical 
fancy, and felt confident that he would soon bring her round by 
flattering words and beautiful presents. But when he found that she 
would not listen to his words, and refused his gifts, he began to take 
the matter seriously, and complained to the Emperor. Domitian, 
angered by this report, ordered the young girl to be brought before 
his tribunal. He spoke to her in coarse, insulting language, and en- 
couraged the people to ridicule and revile her. He tried to frighten 
her by threatening the most horrible torments. But Domitilla re- 
mained quite unmoved, till at last Domitian, finding he could do 
nothing with her, gave her the choice of sacrificing immediately to 
the gods or of being banished to the island of Pontia. Without a 
moment’s hesitation Flavia Domitilla chose the latter. 

Like all those who were banished by the Roman Emperors, Domi- 
tilla was put in charge of a wicked man, who did all he could to 
make her life miserable. She was not allowed to see any of her 
friends. Lodged in close, unhealthy rooms, she was fed with coarse, 
unwholesome food, kept under constant vigilance, and treated rudely 
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by the servants and soldiers. But Domitilla did not seem to take 
notice of any of these things. She gave herself entirely into the hands 
of her Divine Spouse, knowing that whatever happened to her was 
permitted by Him. She had still one great consolation — the company 
of Nereus and Achilleus, who had followed her to Pontia. They 
waited on her most affectionately, and tried to make her comfortable. 
Above all, they talked to her about Jesus, who was so dear to her. 


After some time Aurelian came to see her, hoping to find that 
her sufferings and banishment had worn down her resistance and 
that she would now be ready to marry him. He was much surprised 
to find her calm and joyful, and to hear her speak of her great happi- 
ness. This puzzled him. But he saw that the companionship of 
Nereus and Achilleus consoled her, so he took them away. Since they 
were slaves he might do as he pleased with them. So he had them 
cruelly scourged, and sent them to the governor of Terracina, telling 
him to punish them severely as they were obstinate Christians. 


The governor tried to persuade Nereus and Achilleus to sacrifice to 
the gods; but they declared that nothing in the whole world would 
ever induce them to give up what the Apostle St. Peter had taught 
them. So he ordered them placed on a horrible wooden machine, 
called the horse, which was used to torture slaves. Here their limbs 
were drawn out of joint and their sinews strained to the breaking 
point. At the same time red-hot iron plates were applied to their 
sides and other parts of their naked bodies. But in the midst of their 
agony they remained unmoved, and broke out into songs of triumph- 
ant joy as each fresh torture was inflicted upon them. The governor 
at last realized it was impossible to shake their constancy, and so 
had them beheaded. 

Aurelian hoped that now Domitilla would marry him, and re- 
turn to the life she had lived in Rome. But he was mistaken. Though 
Nereus and Achilleus had been a great comfort to Domitilla, it was 
in Jesus Christ that her real strength and comfort lay. When 
Aurelian visited her, he found her even happier and more firm in 
her faith than before. He, therefore, determined to take her away 
and marry her by force. Accordingly he had her carried off to Terra- 
cina and invited a large party for the wedding. Aurelian and his 
friends began to feast and make merry, while Domitilla was shut up 
in a room above, sad and trembling, waiting with dread for Aurelian 
to come and force her to go through the marriage ceremony. Still 
she continued to hope and trust in Jesus. She had consecrated herself 
to Him and was sure that He would defend His spouse. She knelt and 
prayed. At last they began to dance. Aurelian was the merriest of 
them all, rejoicing to think that he had at last conquered this proud 
Christian girl. 

But in a moment the scene changed. God struck Aurelian and 
he fell dead. But this was by no means the end of Domitilla’s suf- 
ferings. Luxorius, Aurelian’s brother, was very angry with her, be- 
cause he felt she had been the cause of his brother’s death. He 
accused her to the Emperor, and obtained leave to question her and 
to put her to death if she would not sacrifice to the heathen gods. 
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Luxorius came to Terracina, where Domitilla was living with 
two other women, Theodora and Euphrosina, whom she had per- 
suaded to become Christians and to dedicate themselves to a life of 
chastity. The three of them were brought to Luxorius, who told them 
the Emperor ordered them to sacrifice to the gods, or they would be 
put to a cruel death. They refused, and answered boldly and firmly 
all questions about their religion. Luxorius knew there was little 
chance of making Domitilla change her mind. Nor was he sorry to 
punish her for the death of his brother. So he ordered the three 
women to be shut up in a room, which was then set on fire. The next 
morning, Cesarius, a deacon, came to the place and found them dead, 
lying face downward on the floor, just as they had prostrated them- 
selves in prayer, But not a hair of their heads had been singed nor any 
part of their bodies burned, The fire had released their souls from their 
earthly prisons, but had been miraculously prevented from burning their 
mortal remains. Cesarius took their bodies and buried them with great 
honor. The Church keeps the feast of St. Domitilla, together with that 
of Sts. Nereus and Achilleus, on the twelfth of May. 


Christ Still Invites Virgins To Be His Brides 

Throughout every age of the Church young maidens have heard 
and listened to the call of Jesus Christ to consecrate themselves to a 
life of virginity as His spouses in the religious life. Today that call still 
echoes in the hearts of chosen souls, who rejoice in the privilege that 
is theirs in becoming brides of Christ, so that they may devote them- 
selves wholly to His interests, and spend their lives in adorning their 
souls with the jewels of beautiful virtues in preparation for the celestial 
nuptials in heaven. Though such maidens may not be called upon to 
suffer tortures and martyrdom, nevertheless they must win the palm of 
sanctity by spiritual combat with spiritual enemies, and they merit a 
martyr’s crown by the faithful observance of their holy vows. 

The vocation of an Adorer of the Blessed Sacrament offers a special 
opportunity to young ladies to consecrate themselves wholly and directly 
to Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament. Full information concerning the life 
of the Benedictine Adorers, and the requirements for entrance, will be 
gladly sent to those interested. Kindly address inquiries to:— 


Rev. Mother M. Dolorosa, O.S.B., Prioress General, 
Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 


~a 


“I LOVE THAT HOUR OF PRAYER AT NIGHT. . .” 


“I would like to have more night watches. I have one on Thursday night 
from one to two A.M. I would like to have one also on Monday, Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Friday, Saturday, and Sunday. You may set the time. I love 
that hour of prayer at night with Jesus. It makes me feel swell the next day. 
You see, I have been making an hour every day for the last five years. I am 
still going to keep that up every day; but now I also want to have one every 


night.” (Mrs. E. T., Penna.) 
The King of Love invites you, too, to join His court of night adorers. 
We will be glad to receive your application in His behalf. 
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Little fsovers’ freague 


IKE little Dianne, whose picture you see here, many of 
our Little Lovers will perhaps receive their First Holy 
Communion during this beautiful month of Our Blessed 
Mother, or during the month of June, the month of the 
Sacred Heart. You will then receive into your body 

and soul the true Body and Blood of Jesus Christ. 

Jesus, our Savior and Divine Friend, is the great, good God, who 
became man for love of us. He is true God because He is the eternal 
Son of the Heavenly Father. He is true Man because He is the Son 
of our holy Mother, Mary. Because He loved each and every one 
of us with an immense, infinite love, Jesus wished to remain with us 
always. But He knew that after His life on earth was finished He 
would return to heaven to be there with His Heavenly Father. So 
in His infinite and almighty power He found a way to remain with 
us in the sacrament of the Holy Eucharist, which He gave us at the 
Last Supper, on the evening before He suffered and died on the Cross. 

The Holy Eucharist is Jesus Himself, God and Man, present under 
the appearance of bread in the consecrated Host. When the priest in 
Holy Mass says the words: “This is My Body; this is My Blood,” 
Jesus takes the place of the bread and wine, changing them into His 
own Body and Blood. From that moment the little’ white Host is no 
longer the bread it looks like, but the true and living Body of Jesus. 
It is Jesus, the Divine Infant who was born in the crib of Bethlehem. 
It is Jesus, the little Child, who played and worked and prayed in His 
home at Nazareth. It is Jesus, the loving Savior, comforting the sor- 
rowful, healing the sick, the blind, the deaf and the dumb, raising the 
dead to life, forgiving sins, and teaching the people about God. It is 
Jesus, who for love of us suffered a bitter agony in the Garden of 
Olives, who was cruelly scourged at the pillar, mocked and crowned 
with thorns; Jesus, who carried His Cross so patiently to Calvary and 
died upon it after suffering for three hours. It is Jesus, who rose from 
the dead on Easter morning, glorious and immortal. It is Jesus, who 
ascended into heaven forty days after Easter and now sits at the right 
hand of God the Father as the King of angels and saints. 

Jesus hides His glory and majesty in the Sacred Host so we will 
not be afraid to receive Him in Holy Communion. This sacrament 
is a mystery of faith. We believe that Jesus is truly here because He 
is all holy and infinite truth and He has told us we must believe it. 
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To receive Holy Communion is one of the holiest and most perfect 
acts we can do here on earth. In Holy Communion Jesus makes 
Himself the food of our soul. He makes our soul strong and healthy, 
fills it with grace 
and many bless- 
ings, and makes us 
grow in virtue. Just 
as our body needs 
food to grow and 
remain healthy, so 
our soul needs this 
Divine Food so it 
will not become 
sick through sin. 
So it is very 
necessary for us to 
receive Holy Com- 
munion. But we 
must always do it 
well. To communi- 
cate well, we must 
prepare for it with 
all our heart. First 
of all we must puri- 
fy our soul as much 
as possible from all 
sins. Then we must 
try to overcome our 


pe. faults, the bad hab- 





Dianne is very happy on her First Communion day. 
fore her little Sacred Heart altar, she is thanking Jesus for its that lead us into 
coming to her heart, and asking Him to bless her and all sin. Next our 


her dear ones. heart must be 
adorned and made beautiful by prayer and good deeds. We must think 
often of Jesus, and think of Him with love. We must do our little 
duties with great care so as to please Him. We should also ask our 
Blessed Mother to help us prepare our heart for Jesus; Mary is the 
Mother of Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament, and she wants to help us re- 
ceive Holy Communion well. And of course we must above all be 
fervent and attentive at Holy Mass. 

After receiving Holy Communion, we should thank Jesus for 
coming to us, tell Him we are sorry for our past sins, and promise 
not to offend Him again. Then we should ask Him for graces for 
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ourselves and those we love, for sinners, and the poor souls, and for 
all for whom we ought to pray. 

The day of our First Holy Communion should be one of the 
happiest days of our life. But the first Holy Communion is only the 
first step, like the first rung of a ladder that reaches from earth to 
heaven, and ends at God’s feet. Every new Communion is a new step. 
a new grace, bringing us nearer and nearer to Jesus. So we ought to 
receive Holy Communion very often, every day if we can, but especial- 
ly on Sundays and feastdays. One of the special days of May when 
every Little Lover should try to receive Holy Communion is the feast 
of their beloved Mother and patroness, Our Lady of the Blessed Sac- 
rament, which comes on May 13. On that day we will all thank our 
Blessed Mother for giving Jesus to us by becoming His Mother. May 
she obtain for each Little Lover a great love for Jesus in the Blessed 
Sacrament and the grace to receive Him often with loving devotion. 


“I Cannot, I Will Not!” 


In a poor little parish church, a priest was giving his last in- 
structions to a group of children who were to receive their First Holy 
Communion the next day. He told them of the temptations of the 
world, but that those who bear Jesus Christ in their hearts need never 
fear, because they possess the Source of strength and with Him they 
can overcome all temptations. He related to them the well-known 
story of St. Tarsicius, the boy-martyr who had died defending the 
Blessed Sacrament, and urged them to be brave and faithful when 
tempted. At such moments, he said, they should make the Sign of 
the Cross and say: “I cannof, I will not. I have Jesus in my heart.” 

The next day the priest gave Holy Communion to these children 
for the first time. How happy they were to have Jesus in their hearts! 
But among them was a boy named Albert, who felt sad even on this 
wonderful day. His mother was dead, and his father was a robber 
who often made Albert help him to steal. He lived in a poor hovel, 
and had no one to care for him. But that night, when his father 
again wished him to go with him to commit robbery, Albert refused, 
saying, “I cannot, I will not. I have Jesus in my heart!’’ The father 
flew into a rage and struck the boy in the face, but Albert remained 
firm. “I cannot, I will not,” he repeated. Fury seized the heart of 
the wicked father, and he beat his son until blood flowed from Albert’s 
.- head and face. But the brave boy kept repeating, “‘I cannot, I will 
not!” Only after the neighbors had come in to see what was happen- 
ing did the father leave off and flee from the house. Poor little Albert 
was in a dying condition. The priest was quickly called. When 
Albert saw him he said: “Father, I did not give up Jesus.” The 
priest blessed him and prayed with him, and soon afterward Albert 
died. Like Tarsicius, he had given his life rather than offend or 
deny Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament. 


Practice: When you intend to receive Holy Communion, begin 
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to prepare for it the day before by making spiritual Communions, that 
is by asking Jesus to come into your heart, and by adoring, praising 
and thanking Him, and telling Him how much you love Him. 


Aspiration: Come to me, sweet Jesus! Come to me, and stay. 
For I want Thee, Jesus, more than I can say. 


Help for the Helpless 
eS ee eS 

illions of starving men, women and children in war-torn coun- 
M tries continue to look to America for help. Their plight is ren- 
dered all the more pitiable because they are helpless to help themselves. 

Although the Bishops’ War Emergency and Relief Committee 
but recently conducted a campaign for the purpose of aiding these 
victims of war, the need is so gigantic that it calls for continual relief 
measures. Archbishop McNicholas, in urging Catholics to double 
their efforts this year in aiding the needy and unfortunate of the world 
whose lives are still shattered after the passage of war, said, in part: 
“The sacrifices of countless thousands in countries destroyed by war 
are forced and continuous. Food for life, and food to rebuild bodies 
wasted by years of semi-starvation are still imperative needs. Clothing 
is still irreplaceable in many areas. Even the simplest medicines re- 
main unobtainable. We cannot stand by with unmoved hearts and 
idle hands while this spectre of want hangs over a world.” 

Never before in the world’s history has there been such a wide- 
spread and urgent challenge to Christian charity as at the present time. 
The command of Christ: “Love thy neighbor as thyself,” should 
urge Catholics in particular to give practical proofs of their charity 
toward these unfortunate members of His Mystical Body. The Holy 
Spirit, who speaks to us through the words of Holy Scripture, says 
to us: “According to thy ability, be merciful. If thou have much, 
give abundantly; if thou have little, take care even so to bestow will- 
ingly a little. For thus thou storest up to thyself a good reward for 
the day of necessity” (Tob. iv. 8-10). 

Alms sent to our convent will be devoted to the assistance of 
these sorely afflicted members of Christ. 
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Timely Suggestions 


for 


May Feasts 


For the Feast of the Holy Cross — May 3 
Heart-talks with the Man of Sorrows — Reflections in the form of 


compassionate conversations with the Man of Sorrows, treating of each mys- 
tery of His bitter Passion, with touching pictures. Divided into nine sec- 
tions, making it suitable for use as a novena, Ideal for Holy Hour.. 96 
pages. 15¢ 

From Olivet to Calvary — The treasures of the Cross; touching re- 
flections on the sufferings of Jesus in His Passion, with accompanying prayers. 
64 pages. 10¢ : 


For the Feast of Apparition of St. Michael — May 8 


’Neath St. Michael’s Shield — Treats of St. Michael’s power and 
glory, his various Offices, his claims to our veneration. Proper of the Mass, 
novena, litany, angelic chaplet and other prayers. 10¢ 


For the Rogation Days — May 12, 13, 14 


Prayer, the Great Means of Grace — A delightful treatise on the 
necessity and excellence of prayer, and its salutary effects, with practical 
suggestions for prayer. 10¢ 

The Goodness of Our Savior to Those Who Trust Him — Treats 
of God’s mercy to sinners, and His kindness to all who invoke Him in their 
spiritual and temporal needs; qualities of prayer. 10¢ 


For the Ascension — May 15 
Gems from the Liturgy for the Feasts of Our Lord - Part | and Il 


Two companion booklets, offering selections from the Liturgy for the various 
Church seasons and feasts of Our Lord, which will enable the user to parti- 
cipate in the true spirit of the feast. Part I is excellent for the remaining 
period of the Paschal season, and includes feasts of the Finding of the Cross 
and Ascensiontide. Part II may be used for Pentecost and the remainder of 
the Church year. Each booklet 96 pages. 15¢ each. 


For the Feast of St. Rita — May 22 


St. Jude, Helper in Desperate Cases & St. Rita, Advocate of the 
Impossible — Sketch of the life of both saints, with many prayers 
to each. 10¢ 
For Pentecost — May 25 
Devotion to the Holy Ghost — Explains the marvelous work of the 


Holy Ghost in the soul, His gifts and fruits. Includes novena prayers, litany 
and other devotions. 10¢ 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 





Devotion to Mary 


A consideration of the 
graces obtained through devotion to 
Our Lady and particular: forms which 
this devotion may take. Mary’s Im- 
maculate Conception. 10¢ 


many 


Mary, Mother of God 


The mysteries of the incarnation 
and Divine Maternity. Mary’s Seven 
and in heaven. 10¢ 


Joys on earth 


The Mysteries of Mary 


A short reflection for Mary’s fif- 
teen principal feasts, prayer and 
practice for a novena for each feast. 
10¢ 


To Jesus through Mary 


De Montfort’s “secret of grace” 
and manner of practicing this special 


form of devotion. 10¢4 


Devotion to the Mother of 
Sorrows 


Reflections on the wonderful 
fruits of devotion to the Sorrowful 
Mother, especially in the Passion and 
Death of Beautiful 
10¢ 


Jesus. prayers 


Under Mary’s Mantle 


Mary’s patronage and protection 
from infancy to death, and in purga- 
tory. Consecration of children to 


Mary. Prayers. 10¢ 


The Rosary, My Treasure 

An inspiring booklet on the Ros- 
ary devotion, the Archconfraternity, 
and the Rosary novena. 10¢ 


Communion Devotions in Union 
with Mary 
Beautiful prayers for Holy Com- 
munion; Communion Mass devotion 
and prayers for a novena of Com- 
munions. 10¢ 


Mary’s Seven Sorrows 


Reflections on each of Mary's 
Seven Dolors, each being illustrated 
by a print of Janssen’s famous paint- 
ings. Proper of the Mass and vari- 
ous prayers. 10¢ 


Our Lady of Fatima, Queen of 
the Holy Rosary 

Lady's 
her plea for 
Rosary, the 
Heart; the 
her promises. 


Our 
tima, 
Holy 
Immaculate 
Saturdays; 


apparitions at Fa- 
devotion to the 
Scapular and her 
Five First 
10¢ 


Liturgical Novenas and Triduums for all the Feasts 
of the Blessed Virgin 


Contains an exceptional 


series of 


novenas and triduums for forty 


feasts of Our Lady, both major and minor, based on the Liturgy; explana- 


tion of 


perfect consecration to Mary, with 


many prayers. 128 pages. 15¢4 
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